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Chamber Visions  –  April 2007 

 

Ag Task Force Serves Breakfast 

Members of the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce Ag Task Force expressed their appreciation to those involved in 
the ag industry by serving them a hearty pancake breakfast on Friday, March 23. The breakfast, including pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, coffee and juice, was served from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. at the Red Willow County Fairgrounds 
Community Building and enjoyed by over 150 people. 

 

The Chamber Salutes . . . 

members of the Ag Task Force who rousted themselves out at 6:00 a.m. on a foggy early spring morning to prepare the 
Ag Appreciation Breakfast for those in the Ag Industry. We also appreciate their employers who allowed their 
participation in the event which continued through the morning until 10:00 a.m. A big thank you to the sponsors of the Ag 
Breakfast which include the following businesses:  

Adams Bank & Trust 
AmFirst Bank 
Bass & Stagemeyer PC, CPA 
Cornerstone Cattle Company 
Country Kitchen 
Edward Jones - Ron Friehe 
Farm Credit Services 
First Central Bank 
Frenchman Valley Coop 
Gary’s Country Peddler 
Gifford & Cox, LLC 
Heartland Cattle Company 
Kool Honda 
Kugler Company 

 L & B Johnson PC, CPAs 
Lord’s Hardware  
McCook National Bank 
McPherron, Skiles & Loop CPAs PC 
Olsen’s Ag Lab 
Orscheln Farm & Home 
Ron L. Smith, CPA 
Terry G. Ellinger, CPA 
TierOne Bank 
Union Bank & Trust 
Wagner Ford-Mercury-Toyota, Inc. 
WalMart Supercenter 
Wells Fargo Bank 
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The Chamber Visions is the official publication of the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce, published monthly throughout the year at 
107 Norris Ave., McCook, NE 69001.  The Chamber accepts no responsibility for editorial content submitted to Chamber Visions. 
 

 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS 

Farm Bureau Financial Service 

Season’s Change! And things at the Farm Bureau Financial Service – Red Willow County office has changes to announce 
also. Candi Brennan, Career Agent for 6 years, has taken on the sole role of agent in the county with Corey Brockway 
accepting a new position outside of the insurance industry. Farm Bureau is in the hiring process to find the right person to 
fit in our family, but as they do this, Candi is capable of taking care of all your insurance needs. She has expertise in 
business continuation planning, and setting up families specific needs to survive in case the unthinkable happens to your 
family. We service all types of insurance including a unique combined policy for your auto, home, or farm property, 
health, disability, crop, life, and commercial policies. With Deb Douglas as our Office Manager, we feel very committed 
and our clients to take pride in servicing their needs as they have changes throughout their lives. Please stop in our office 
located at 505 W B St, McCook, or give us a call at 345.6720.  

Looking forward to a moisture filled spring!  

Candi Brennon 

 

One Day At A Time 
Cancer Support Group 

Together with community members, Community Hospital hosts a group called “One Day At A Time”, offered to anyone 
who has been touched by cancer. This can include patients, family, caregivers, friends, or anyone interested in cancer 
topics. There are no dues or fees to attend. 

The group meets five times a year – the 4th Tuesday of January, March, May, September, and November. All scheduled 
meetings take place at Community Hospital, 1301 E. H Street, in Meadowlark Conference Room A at 7:00pm. Frequent 
social outings dot the calendar throughout the year, as well!  



Page 3 of 14 

Content of meetings varies. Sometimes there will be a speaker, other times an informative video will be watched, or the 
group may just have panel discussions, open forums, sharing, and encouragement. 

For more information, contact Rosanne Olson at (308) 345-1178 or Cindy Dame at (308) 345-6771. 

Susan Harris-Broomfield 

 

GUEST EDITOR 

Made in India 

The world is shrinking. The term “trade area” used to mean a few-mile radius. With internet auctions and international 
manufacturing, most of us buy more than we realize from around the globe. Our “trade area” is suddenly the entire planet.  

I bought some microwave popcorn a few years ago. “Nebraska Popcorn” was proudly displayed on the package. But the 
fine print stated that it was packaged in China. So the popcorn that was harvested just a few miles from here was hauled 
across the U.S., shipped across the Pacific Ocean, and trucked into China—only to be put into a cellophane package and 
shipped back the 12,000 miles to Nebraska for sale. The world is definitely shrinking. 

India has taken advantage of the shrinking globe. What shocked me the most about India was the affordability of labor. At 
the brick factory, workers had to produce 1,000 bricks by hand before they were compensated less than $5 for the lot. 
Weavers of hand-made Kashmiri scarves and rugs were paid 50 cents to make articles that would sell for 100 times as 
much. Our driver worked long hours in stressful traffic, and saw his family once a month, to make $40 per month with no 
benefits. Typical salary for the working class is less than $2 per day, again with no benefits. It’s easy to see why so much 
manufacturing is being outsourced overseas. And it’s not just the working class. I went to the clinic of a physician in India 
who lived in a beautiful mansion with several servants. His rates were posted on the wall of the waiting room—the 
equivalent of $1.13 for an office visit, and $2.27 for an after-hours emergency. 

The internet gives a new dimension to international trade. Consider this; many of the tax forms filled out this spring will 
be prepared online by employees in India before being certified by a CPA here in the U.S. Someone recently told me that 
they went to a hospital in Nebraska and had an MRI, which was immediately analyzed by a physician in another country 
halfway around the world. Suddenly “international trade” is not just about shipping manufactured items around the world. 
It’s now about sending information around the world. And unlike manufactured goods, information is immune to shipping 
costs and import taxes. If the trends continue, engineers in India will be hired to design a building in Nebraska and will 
submit their final blueprints electronically. Banking, accounting, engineering and medicine could become as commonly 
outsourced as manufacturing is to China and India today.  

So how does the U.S. compete in this market?  

Designed in the USA 

We must keep reinventing the world. Most of our children own an iPod, all of which are made overseas. But the iPod is 
designed and sold by Apple, an American company. Even if the majority of what we buy is manufactured overseas, it is 
almost all designed and owned by American inventors. The purse strings are still held in the U.S. 

The political system in much of the rest of the world is very authoritarian, and challenging the government is less common 
than we experience here in the U.S. The education systems that I’ve seen also seem authoritarian. Memorizing names and 
dates and learning what you are told is important. But many education systems around the world seem to lack innovative 
thinking, critical thinking, problem solving, and the willingness to challenge accepted norms that we take for granted in 
the U.S.  
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In other words, an employee in India working for H&R Block may fill out my tax forms. But it will be an American that 
sits down with me to creatively plan my investments. Engineering calculations may eventually be outsourced overseas. 
But the creative aspect of engineering design and problem solving will still be done by local engineers working with 
clients. Even if spotlights for checking calves that mount on your truck and swivel 360 degrees are manufactured 
overseas, but they will be designed, owned, and sold by a creative thinker in Nebraska.  

America has to capitalize on its strengths—quality labor, pride in workmanship, and creative problem solving. We also 
have to recognize the potential in the rest of the world.  

We can stay ahead in this shrinking world. We do that by constantly reinventing the world. And that ability depends on 
the education of our children. It is our children’s ability to think creatively and problem-solve today that will determine 
the success of the United States as an economic force in the world tomorrow.  

Jeff Tidyman 

Labor in India: 

 

  

 

Farm fields are only a few acres in size.   Shepherd herding sheep down highway. 

 

  

 

Steel mill work is labor intensive.   Ox carts and bicycles are both used for 
hauling goods. 

Photos courtesy of Kerri Rempp, Custer County Chief  

 
 
RETAIL DETAILS 

Accents Etc 

Accents Etc is a unique and enjoyable shopping experience. What appears to be a small shop on the outside is actually 
over 5000 square feet of artistically displayed merchandise. We have a wide selection of items, so chances are that 



Page 5 of 14 

everyone who enters the store can find something interesting. The store which originally opened its doors in June of 1990 
has changed and evolved into what we have now. We have two entries, one on the south side and one on the north side. 

If you enter through the south doors (formally The Book End) you will first encounter our large display of picture 
molding corner samples. When the store originally opened its doors it was primarily a picture framing shop and art gallery 
located on the north side. With the help of the owner, Betty Kenner or our newly trained picture framer, Angie 
Hershberger, we can design any custom-framing job that you might need. In this part of the store, we carry photo frames, 
prints and framed artwork.  

Also through the south doors is the bookstore. This part of the business was purchased in June of 2004 from Pam Morello. 
At that time the north and south side of the existing store were combined with the re-opening of an entry that had existed 
between the two buildings. We offer a wide variety of books for children, teens and adults. We carry many works by 
Nebraska authors that you probably wouldn't find in your larger bookstores. We also have a section where you can buy or 
trade used books. If there is a book that we don't have, we can order it for you with no shipping cost. In this part of the 
store we have baby gift items and art glass. 

If you enter the north side of the store you will be greeted by numerous displays of seasonal home decor, cards and gift 
items. At one time or another this part of the store has included a variety of different businesses and owners. Most 
recently, Wesk & Company (Sandy & Bill McConville) sold their business to Betty. In this part of the store we have many 
different sections. There is a women's section with purses, jewelry and bodycare. We have an area with wine racks, crystal 
dishes and glasses, collectible teapots and dinnerware. There is a kitchen section that has Nebraska & Kansas food 
products, kitchen towels, placemats, mixing bowls, casserole dishes, etc. We have an animal section with chickens, pigs, 
cows, frogs, ducks and John Deere items. There is a Husker section and areas with potpourri and four different candle 
lines.  

As you continue on to the back of the store, you will find throws, doilies, quilts and angels. You will also find a full 
service flower shop that was recently purchased by Betty from D & D Floral ( Denise & Darryl Volquarden). Our florists, 
Cindy Shields, Mike Kohler or Betty can help you with a colorful and cheery fresh arrangement. We do flowers for 
weddings, funerals, birthdays, anniversaries, new baby, holiday center pieces or just because. We also have houseplants.  

Past the flower shop are stairs that lead to the upper level. On this level you will find Americana, cookie jars, collectible 
Santas, more kitchen items and more home decor. We have a bridal and gift registry and in the center of this room we 
display the upcoming newlyweds gift choices.  

Going back down the stairs, towards the front of the store you will find another set of stairs that leads to the lowest level 
of the store. Here you will find dolls, bears and children’s tea sets. There is an area with cowboy, fishing, and hunting 
items. There is another area with discounted items. We also have, on this level, different antique dealers. Besides, Accents 
Etc, the other dealers are George Huff with GB's Treasures, Judy Catt with Sisters Antiques and Erma Hinz. We have 
plans to expand the antique area under the bookstore, so look for that in the future.  

Another event that many of our customers look forward to is our annual Holiday Open House. It is always held the first 
full weekend in November. There are over thirty trees decorated as well as tons of Santas, snowmen, Nativity sets and 
tons of great Christmas gift items. Our customers come from all over Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado to see our many 
wonderful displays. Be sure to get us on your calendar. Accents Etc and the staff invite you to come and visit us anytime 
for a fun-filled day of shopping with us and the other businesses on the bricks in Downtown McCook. We are located at 
307 Norris Ave. Our hours are Monday thru Friday from 9:00 am to 5:30 pm and Saturday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. We 
look forward to serving you. 

Betty Kenner 
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Farrell's Pharmacy Inc. 

Farrell's Pharmacy Inc. was established in 1968. They have made a lot of improvements over the years and recently 
became a Good Neighbor Pharmacy, part of the fourth largest chain of locally owned pharmacies in the country and the 
largest chain in the state of Nebraska. 

They will be able to bring over 1,200 Good Neighbor Pharmacy items that are equal to brand names but less expensive. 
Also, they will be implementing programs such as; The Women Wellness and Diabetes Shoppe which will provide you 
with information on up to date health issues.  

Family owned and operated thru two generations, Farrell's Pharmacy Inc. prides itself on the personal service they provide 
their customers. The hometown atmosphere allows the professional staff to administer fast, friendly, reliable service. 

 

 

The Buckle 

Buckle Proves that Great Fashion Can Start Anywhere 
Denim Destination Continues to Offer Big City Style to Rural Communities 

Long known as a denim destination, specialty retailer Buckle opened its doors in downtown McCook in August 1978 and 
later relocated to the Westfield Plaza Center in November 1993. Offering a unique mix of high-quality, on-trend apparel, 
accessories, and footwear, Buckle caters to style-conscious young men and women who seek to express their individuality 
through fashion. Reflecting Buckle’s focus on helping guests find their favorite jeans, the store carries a wide selection of 
fits, styles, and finishes from leading denim brands, including BKE, Lucky Brand, Guess, Silver Jeans, Big Star, and Miss 
Me. Complementing its strength in denim, Buckle also carries lifestyle brands Quiksilver, Roxy, Affliction, Obey, 
Billabong, and Fossil, among others. 

Merchandise isn’t the only reason guests shop Buckle. Buckle’s sales teammates are passionate about creating the most 
enjoyable shopping experience possible for their guests. Bolstering this approach is Buckle’s wide array of value-added 
services such as free alterations, free gift-wrapping, easy layaway, frequent shopper “Primo Cards,” and a Buckle credit 
card with special benefits for cardholders.  

With the company since April 2003, Dalyce Moore has been the manager of the McCook Buckle store since February 
2004. Hailing from Palisade, Nebraska (population: 350), Dallas says of the Buckle, “I enjoy the opportunity to manage 
for a leading nationwide retailer, while being close to my family and the community where I grew up.”  
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Headquartered in Kearney, Nebraska, Buckle currently operates more than 350 stores in 38 states and is traded under the 
symbol BKE on the New York Stock Exchange. 

Lori Cody, Marketing Director 

 
 
MEMBER NEWS 

Welcome Aboard 

The McCook Area Chamber of Commerce is happy to welcome to our membership Dashabout Roadrunner, LLC which 
is based out of McCook and North Platte. The shuttle’s route includes the front range of the Rocky Mountains on the West 
and Lincoln, Omaha, Columbus and Fremont on the East and all points in between. They require only 24 hour advance 
reservations. We look forward to working with Valera Holtorf, Owner/Manager of the Dashabout Roadrunner service. 
You may learn more about their service(s) at their website: www.dashaboutshuttle.com. Please consider the Dashabout for 
your future travel plans. You can reach them at 1-800-720-3274. 

 

Welcome Aboard 

The McCook Area Chamber of Commerce would like to welcome to our Chamber family a new service in McCook, 
Christian Counseling Services. Mr. Ed Putnam, M.A., L.M.H.P, has located his new offices at 301 East First Street in 
McCook and looks forward to serving Southwest Nebraska. Christian Counseling Services now offers Christian marriage 
and family counseling in both McCook and Holdrege. The Holdrege office is located at 603 East Avenue. If you feel you 
might benefit from this service, please contact them at McCook (866)-995-9399 or at Holdrege (308) 995-9399.  

 

The Moment Draws Near! 

The new, $3.8 million, Rehabilitation Center at Community Hospital in McCook is drawing near their scheduled 
completion date in this photo. On Friday, March 16, they began moving equipment into the new facility and began 
receiving rehab patients the following week. Hospital officials plan a Grand Opening from 2 - 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 29.  

 

 

Two Longtime McCook Pharmacies Combine Services 

Remodeling and dirtwork recently began on the site of the newly combined pharmacies which wll be operated as U-Save 
Pharmacy & Medical Supply. Located in the former Blockbuster/AutoZone building on North Highway 83, owners 
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Angela Langdon, McCook Pharmacy & Medical Supply and Dave Smith, U-Save Pharmacy, look forward to the 
endeavor and anticipate being able to provide more services for their customers. Included in the plans, that are now 
underway, is adding a drive-thru/pick-up window for advance prescription orders. The targeted open date will be 
announced later.  

 

 

McCook Eye Clinic to Relocate 

After nearly 50 years in the Professional Building on East C Street, optometry partners, Rob Stamm, O.D., and Dirk Gray, 
O. D., are relocating the McCook Eye Clinic. But first, they have to move some dirt and build their new, state-of-the art 
facility at the corner of West Second and D Street. The added space at the new location will allow for expanded 
technology as well as additional parking. Completion of the project is scheduled for September or October. Location is 
not the only thing changing in that the new facility will also operate under the new name, "Lifetime Eye Care". 
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CHAMBER WEBSITE STATS 

Watch Us Grow! 

Rolling 12 Mo Hits Specific Website Page Total Hits 

Month Total 
Website Hits 

Business 
Spotlight 

Business 
Directory 

Search 

Member 
Directory 

Search 
Community 

Calendar 
Chamber 
Calendar 

Chamber 
Newsletter 

Mar 06 7,227 276 680 473 81 108   

Apr **               

May **               

June 6,621 330 719 196 74 102 93 

July 6,090 247 816 199 135 104 180 

August 6,269 391 689 227 98 124 253 

Sept 5,007 320 445 243 45 83 199 

Oct 5,013 270 382 288 67 93 225 

Nov 5,912 222 774 248 82 85 194 

Dec 4,682 222 364 312 49 70 258 

Jan 07 6,415 293 654 228 68 102 300 

Feb 5,263 229 519 428 50 106 232 

Totals 58,499 2,800 6,042 2,842 749 977 1,661 

** Website Stats unavailable  
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Annual Totals: 

2006 - 55,841* 
2005 - 57,804 
2004 - 43,486 
2003 - 23,059 
2002 - 13,440 
2001 -   8,725 

*10 month total only 
(April & May not included) 
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QUASQUICENTENNIAL NEWS 

Party on the Bricks! 

Join us as we kick back and enjoy the spring event for the Quasquicentennial Celebration! We are looking forward to a 
great time complete with awesome food and toe-tapping music! We are closing off C Street between Norris Avenue and 
West 1st Street for most of the day so come join the fun! 

The Ping Pong Ball Drop is the much anticipated retail promotion that promises everyone will have a “ball”! We will 
shoot thousands and thousands of Ping Pong Balls into the air and watch you and your family scramble to collect as many 
as you can! The balls will be specially marked for redemption at the various sponsoring merchants. Merchants will be 
offering discounts, prizes, and more when you bring the balls to their respective stores. It will be fun for everyone with 
groups classed by age. The lucky participant who finds the “Grand Prize” ball will be eligible to travel to SolVista, 
Colorado, for either skiing in the winter months or golfing in the summer months. Included will be a gas card and cold 
hard cash for easy spending while on your trip! 

Once you’ve had a chance to catch your breath, we’ll entertain you with a public shaving of anyone who wishes to 
participate in the Quasquicentennial Beard Growing Contest! The food vendors will be set and ready to serve a variety of 
mouthwatering foods by around 4:00 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs and chow down while listening to music beginning at 
6:00 p.m. And don’t forget your dancing shoes so, as you feel the beat of a great band from Eastern Nebraska, you can 
indulge your urge to dance the night away! The band, Slingshot, plays Top 40 Country, Classic Country and traditional 
Rock & Roll! Mark your calendar....you will want to be there! 

Special Day for Quasquicentennial Logo 

March 1, 2007 was a special day in McCook! On March 1, mail originating in McCook was cancelled with a special 
quasquicentennial cancellation stamp to commemorate the beginning of McCook’s 125th birthday celebration. It was a 
busy day at the Post Office and a memorable day for the Central Elementary students. Students visited the Post Office and 
were given a tour. They were treated to a glimpse of what happens to their mail once they put it into the mailbox. Many 
students brought special letters with them to be marked with the 125th cancellation stamp. James Casson, Postmaster, 
noted that he had also received several hundred letters from around the world requesting the special cancellation. Students 
on the tour were treated to special quasquicentennial pencils, courtesy of ACME Touch Printing, and cookies courtesy of 
the Post Office. 



Page 12 of 14 

 

 

Quasquicentennial Events 
(Subject to Change) 

February 3 - McCook Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet* Theme: Happy Birthday McCook 

Guest Speaker: Senator Ben Nelson 
(*Not a Quasquicentennial Activity but the Banquet will serve as the 2007 kick-off.) 

March 1 – McCook Quasquicentennial Cancellation Stamp  

Historical ‘first use’ of the official Quasquicentennial Cancellation Stamp at McCook Post Office. 

May 5 - “Party on the Bricks” 

Food, music and fun.  

3:00 p.m. Ping Pong Ball Drop Retail Promotion: Thousands of Ping-Pong balls will be dropped on Norris 
Avenue. Ping-Pong balls will be specially marked for prizes, retail discounts, etc. 

4:00 p.m. Food Vendors: A wide selection of Food Vendors will be available to satisfy even the hungriest of the 
hungry! 

5:00 p.m. Public Shaving: Participants in the ‘official’ beard-growing competition will be publicly shaved to 
kick off the contest. Winners will be announced at Heritage Days Celebration in September.  

6:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.  Music, Music and Music! 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Band to be announced. 

8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Sling Shot from Eastern NE playing a mix of top 40 Country, Classic Country, and 
traditional Rock and Roll. 
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July 4 - “ Happy Fourth of July”  

All Day Baseball Tournament: (More Details TBA) 

6:00 p.m. Baseball, Hot Dogs and Apple Pie(?): All American Celebration complete with Hot Dog Supper 
including a Watermelon Feed at the Jaycee Complex.  

6:00 p.m. Vintage Baseball: Baseball players from the Stuhr Museum will involve ‘loco’ locals in a fun-spirited 
baseball game based on the old-time rules complete with period uniforms for both teams. 

9:00 p.m. “Patriotic and Proud” Program: Inspirational (with a twist of fun included) musical program 
including special instrumental and vocal music selections. 

September 29-30 - Heritage Days Celebration 

All the usual activities plus special additions to commemorate the 125th Birthday of our community. Plans have not yet 
been finalized.  

October 31 - Fall Extravaganza 

Organizers are still formulating the plans for this special event. Announcements will be made as information is available. 

December 1 - Old Fashioned Christmas 

Plans are being made for a very special day to celebrate our heritage of Christmas’ Past. Tentative plans include a Craft 
Show, Christmas Lights Parade, Caroling, Horse & Buggy Rides, Victorian thru Modern Day Santas, Street Corner 
musicians, gift wrapping, Homespun Holiday Hearths on street corners with cider, cocoa, smores, etc. These activities 
will coincide with the Holiday Housing Tour and Christmas movies.  

December 8 - Governor’s Ball 
(Subject to Change)  

The Quasquicentennial is working through the Norris Foundation to organize and plan this very special, gala event. 
Honored guests will include Governors and other statesmen as well as family representatives of those who are deceased.  

 

Quasquicentennial Sponsor Levels 

Heritage ($5,000.00 and Up) 

The Heritage sponsor level includes the Heritage Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed on a 
sponsor banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities, and six complementary tickets to the Governor’s Ball. 

Golden Plains ($2,500.00 and Up) 

The Golden Plains sponsor level includes the Golden Plains Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed 
on a sponsor banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities, and 4 complementary tickets to the Governor’s 
Ball. 

Prairie ($1,000.00 and Up) 
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The Prairie sponsor level includes the Prairie Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed on a sponsor 
banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities and two complementary tickets to the Governor’s Ball. 

Pioneer ($500.00 and Up) 

The Pioneer sponsor level includes advertising recognition and the Pioneer Souvenir Pak.  

Homestead ($250.00 and Up) 

The Homestead sponsor level includes advertising recognition and the Homestead Souvenir. 

Settler (Up TO $250.00) 

Friends of McCook - Thank you! 

 


