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Chamber Visions  –  June 2007 

Legislative Wrap-Up Breakfast 

Since January, a group of 12-15 concerned citizens has gathered each Thursday morning at the Chamber office 
to participate on a conference call with State Senator Mark Christiansen. Political issues were followed very 
closely throughout the 90-day session. The last conference call was held on May 31. Reservations are being 
taken for the Legislative Wrap-up Breakfast which is scheduled on June 14. Senator Christiansen will be on 
hand to answer questions and to review the session. Government Affairs Committee members should please call 
the office at 345-3200 no later than June 8 to reserve your breakfast. 

Educator of the Year Award 

Judy Mousel, Cambridge Elementary teacher and Cambridge High School volleyball coach, was selected as the 
2007 Educator of the Year Award winner which is funded by Mr. Allen D. Strunk, former publisher and editor 
of the McCook Daily Gazette, and facilitated by the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce Education 
Committee. Ms. Mousel is a 15-year veteran in the field of education with 12 of those at Cambridge. She was 
nominated by Mr. Don Sackett, Cambridge.  

 
Educator of the Year  

Judy Mousel and Students 

Mr. Strunk provides a monetary stipend each year to an area educator who exemplifies the purpose of the award 
which is as follows: To encourage and recognize outstanding performance in the all-important field of 
education with special emphasis on motivating students to reach their highest potential. All active teachers, 
administrators, counselors and coaches in Dundy, Chase, Hitchcock, Hayes, Red Willow, Frontier and Furnas 
counties in Nebraska and Decatur and Rawlins counties in Kansas, in both public and religious schools offering 
K-12 or parts thereof, are eligible for the award. The Education Committee of the McCook Area Chamber of 
Commerce confidentially scores the applications received with a numeric rank for each question asked in the 
application. Scores are tallied and the highest scoring application is declared the winner. Congratulations Ms. 
Mousel! 
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National Teacher Appreciation Week 

National Teacher Appreciation Week (May 6-12) was celebrated by the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce 
Education Committee on Tuesday, May 8. Members of the committee delivered 243 “$100 Grand” candy bars 
to teachers, substitute teachers and paraprofessionals at all of the McCook schools as a token gesture of 
appreciation for the work they do each and every day. Every teacher has the opportunity to shape and direct the 
lives of our children. There can be no greater responsibility for our children are our hope for the future. Again, 
we express our heartfelt thanks! 

Car Show 

  

The 5th Annual Spring Car Show organized by Terry Sitzman 
was held at Barnett Park on May 5 with approximately 50 cars 
on display. Pam Harsh, Chamber Executive Director, selected a 
maroon 1967 Ford Mustang fastback owned and shown by Bob 
Funk of Culbertson, Nebraska as the “Chamber’s Choice”. The 
“Mayor’s Choice” was a 1968 GTO owned and restored by 
Randy Korgan of McCook. It was a gorgeous Southwest 
Nebraska spring day for the show but due to the flooding of 
Barnett Park a few weeks earlier, the cars utilized the parking 
areas rather than being able to spread out around the park.  
 

  

 

 
 
The Chamber Visions is the official publication of the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce, published monthly throughout the year at 
107 Norris Ave., McCook, NE 69001.  The Chamber accepts no responsibility for editorial content submitted to Chamber Visions. 
 

 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS 

Community Hospital Rehabilitation Center 

We were pleased to introduce hundreds of people from our 
community to the Community Hospital Rehabilitation Center 
during the grand opening on April 29. It was a pleasure to 
highlight our rehab services, including physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, cardio/pulmonary rehab and speech, to 
our guests. More importantly, tour groups were introduced to 
our rehab staff who had the pleasure of explaining the new 
features and equipment available in our Rehabilitation Center. 

The new Rehabilitation Center will allow Community Hospital 
to provide our rehab patients high quality care in an environment with enhanced privacy, increased space, and a 
warm non-institutional feel very conducive to therapy. Lots of new colors and natural lighting will be very 
noticeable to patients utilizing the center. 
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The $3.8 million Rehabilitation Center features: 

• A large open physical therapy gym area with a variety of equipment for rehabilitation and 
strengthening. 

• Private treatment areas for patients. 
• Triple the former space of the physical, occupational and speech therapy departments. 
• An aquatic pool equipped with a treadmill and underwater cameras to monitor gait and measure 

progress. 
• A cardiac/pulmonary department, which is double the size of the former area. 
• An occupational therapy hand therapy station. 
• An independent living skills assessment and training unit. 

Patients needing rehabilitation services have the convenience of one parking area, one entrance, one admissions 
desk and one phone number. For their ease, they should park on the northeast side of the hospital and enter 
through the new Rehabilitation Center entrance. There is no direct entrance to the Rehabilitation Center from 
the hospital’s front parking lot.  

Special parking close to the Rehabilitation Center entrance has been designated for rehab patients and as 
handicapped parking. Patients should check in at the main Rehabilitation Center admissions/reception desk. 
Any of the rehab departments may be reached by calling one phone number at 308-344-8383 where a 
receptionist is available to direct calls. 

We hope that if you have not had the chance to tour our new Rehabilitation Center, you will contact us. We 
would love to give you the opportunity to see firsthand what a superior rehab facility we have for our friends 
and neighbors right here in McCook, Nebraska. 

The center has the capacity to meet the future growing needs for rehabilitation and therapy services. This will 
further enhance Community Hospital’s ability to meet the needs of our region of Southwest Nebraska and 
Northwest Kansas for years to come. 

 

TierOne Bank – Celebrating 100 years of community 

TierOne Bank opened its doors in McCook on August 26, 1976, at its current location at 211 West C St. The 
McCook office is one of 69 TierOne banking locations in Nebraska, southwest Iowa and northern Kansas and 
offers a full line of consumer, commercial and agricultural banking products and services to customers 
including totally free small business checking, a 24-hour on-site ATM and an ATM at McCook Community 
College. To date, the office has grown to more than $23.7 million in local deposits. 

Established in Lincoln, NE in 1907, TierOne Bank is a $3.4 billion federally chartered savings bank and the 
largest publicly-traded financial institution headquartered in Nebraska. TierOne also has nine loan production 
offices located in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Minnesota, Nevada and North Carolina. 

Throughout its 100-year history, TierOne Bank has proven itself an innovator and financial pioneer. The 
following are among its many “firsts” in the industry: 

• one of the first savings associations to apply for a federal charter, becoming First Federal 
Savings and Loan Association in 1935 

• the first mortgage lender in Nebraska to make veterans’ loans  
• one of the first mortgage lenders to receive Federal Housing Administration accreditation  



Page 4 of 14 

• the first Nebraska savings and loan to install data processing operations  
• the first financial institution in the nation to develop and implement money cards and electronic 

funds transfer.  
• a pioneer of in-store banking through the use of remote terminals in grocery stores 
• one of the first financials in the nation to introduce telephone bill paying  

Established in 2002, the TierOne Charitable Foundation has awarded more than $2 million in grants benefiting 
nonprofit organizations in TierOne communities, including support for Habitat for Humanity, the McCook 
College Foundation and the Community Hospital Health Foundation.  

For its commitment to employees, customers and communities, TierOne Bank has been honored twice by 
Nebraska Business and Professional Women as “Employer of the Year” and has received the Better Business 
Bureau’s Integrity Award for sustained corporate citizenship.  

TierOne Bank is proud to be part of the community and looks forward to being involved in the growth and 
promise of McCook and the surrounding area for many years to come. The bank’s staff includes Office 
Supervisor Kellie Soden, Retail Banking Specialists Stacey Gonzales and Jacki Rathbun, and Retail Banking 
Representatives Karmon Nelson and Sonyha Einspahr. 

Stephanie J Vogel 
Vice President 
Corporate & Community Relations Manager  

 

Marr Insurance Agency 

Marr Insurance Agency was founded by Stan Marr in 1959. Stan only knew one person when he moved to 
McCook with is wife, Sharon from York, Nebraska. He built his business by going door-to-door introducing 
himself where he met a lot of people who became his clients as well as friends.  

Marr Insurance provides insurance and annuities through its main company which is Aviva. Aviva is the world's 
fifth largest insurance group with over $600 billion in assets under management and more than $65 billion in 
sales.  

Marr Insurance also provides disability income and long term care plans. They also can help you with your 
retirement planning with IRA's, SEPP's, 401k's as well as mutual funds.  

Upon Stan's retirement in 1998, the business was passed on to his son, Steve, who started in the insurance 
business in 1978. Dana Samway has been the office manger since 1989. In 2000, Jeremy Bain became a sales 
associate with the agency. Marr Agency provides a free no obligation review of your current insurance. Call us 
at 308-345-3160 or toll-free at 1-800-952-4525 to set up your appointment.  

Dana Samway  
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Bellevue University  

Happy 125th Birthday, McCook!! As a long time resident of Red Willow County, I have had the opportunity to 
observe McCook‘s progress, and with vision and foresight, McCook will continue to grow and prosper well into 
the future. 

Bellevue University also has reached a milestone this year. We are celebrating our 40th year of existence. 
Bellevue University was founded in 1966 as Bellevue College by the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce with a 
vision to academic opportunities for traditional and non-traditional students. In 1994, Bellevue College 
achieved University status with the addition of graduate degree programs. In 1996, the University set course on 
the newly forming “information super highway” by offering degrees via the internet. Today Bellevue continues 
to grow with an expanding main campus, additional satellite locations, including one in McCook, and a world-
class on-line learning model that serves nearly 4,000 students from around the globe who are enrolled in more 
than 400 courses. 

Educational opportunities enhance the opportunities for communities to thrive. With that in mind Bellevue 
University provides McCook Community College graduates and non-traditional students who want to return to 
complete their degrees an opportunity to complete their degrees and remain in this great community. Anyone 
with an Associates degree can complete a bachelor’s degree in as little as 15 months right here in McCook!! 
Bachelor’s degree completion programs starting in McCook in the upcoming year are as follows: 

August 2007=Business  
October 2007=Marketing 
February 2008=Management 
April 2008=Business  

A variety of other degree completion programs are available on-line through Bellevue University as well. 

Bellevue University wants to be a part of McCook’s vision to continue to grow and prosper, and realizes that 
offering degree completion opportunities for those of us who choose to live and work here will help to realize 
this vision. Investment in Education (Human Capital) is essential to the economic growth of a community. By 
utilizing the opportunities provided by McCook College and Bellevue University, members of this community 
can invest in themselves to insure the continued success of this community. Happy 125th Birthday McCook, 
and Happy 40th Birthday Bellevue University!! 

Stan Wudtke 
Bellevue University Satellite Office  
McMillen Hall Room 210  
stan.wudtker@bellevue.edu 
345-8118  

 

GUEST EDITOR 

The 11th Annual Buffalo Commons Storytelling Festival brings stories and music to the Great Plains June 8th 
and 9th. This year’s festival features the Grammy award-winning storyteller, author, musician, and playwright, 
Bill Harley. Considered one of the premier storytellers in the country, Bill draws large audiences at the National 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, Tennessee and many regional festivals. His stories on the trials and 
tribulations of growing up have dubbed him by one critic as the Garrison Keeler for kids. Many adults know his 
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work, too, as a commentator on National Public Radio’s All Things Considered. His music, reflecting a variety 
of styles and topics, is often humorous but usually carries a message. 

Musical performers, The Wells Family, out of North Carolina, is a band that has created an extremely unique 
sound that appeals to audiences in every genre, uniting both younger and older generations with their versatility. 
Their music has been accepted in a variety of music categories including Bluegrass, Gospel, Country, Folk, 
Americana, and Pop. This band has a powerful acoustic sound, along with great songwriting skills, inspiring 
accapellas, family tight harmonies, driving instrumentals, and a great sense of humor! Not only are they talented 
and gifted musicians, they are awesome performers.  

Along with the featured Friday and Saturday evening performances at the Fox Theater, Saturday performances 
will be at the High Plains Museum, Sehnert’s Bakery and the Bieroc Café, and Norris Park. John Hubert will 
host railroad stories at the High Plains Museum and Cloyd Clark, Mary Ellen Goodenberger, and Merrill Ream 
will moderate 125 Years of Stories at Sehnert’s Bakery and the Bieroc Café commemorating McCook’s 
quasquicentennial. 

Two workshops are offered and open to the public Friday, June 8th at the McCook Community College 
conducted by Bill Harley and The Wells Family. For more information about registration contact Carol 
Stensvad at the McCook Community College. 

Saturday morning and afternoon events are free to the public. Tickets for the Fox Theater performances are $10 
for adults and $5 for students and are available at the Chamber, Hershberger’s, McCook National Bank, 
Sehnert’s Bakery, and Country Whimsey. For more information contact Mary Dueland at 345-6163 or the 
Chamber at 345-3200. 

Mary Dueland  

 
 
RETAIL DETAILS 

Denim & Duds 

Denim & Duds is going into its 27th year of business, and thanks all of their loyal customers for their patronage. 

"We try to give our customers the service, product, and price they are looking for. If we don't have it, we try to 
special order for them. We also do a lot of mail order service. 

We carry a large selection of quality name brand merchandise at discount prices--from casual to work wear for 
Men, to casual, sporty, and dressy fashions for Missy and Juniors. 

We feel with the right mix of clothing lines, styles, colors, and varieties, we can offer our customers quality at 
affordable prices." 

Becky Funk, Manager  
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MEMBER NEWS 
 
Viaero Groundbreaking 

  

Members of the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
Cordials and Chamber members met at the site of the new 
Viaero retail store at 1109 West B Street to welcome several 
Viaero officials. The groundbreaking ceremony marked the 
beginning of construction which should be completed 
sometime in November.  

 
 

 
 
CHAMBER WEBSITE STATS 

Watch Us Grow! 

Rolling 12 Mo Hits Specific Website Page Total Hits 

Month Total 
Website Hits 

Business 
Spotlight 

Business 
Directory 

Search 

Member 
Directory 

Search 
Community 

Calendar 
Chamber 
Calendar 

Chamber 
Newsletter 

May **               

June 6,621 330 719 196 74 102 93 

July 6,090 247 816 199 135 104 180 

August 6,269 391 689 227 98 124 253 

Sept 5,007 320 445 243 45 83 199 

Oct 5,013 270 382 288 67 93 225 

Nov 5,912 222 774 248 82 85 194 

Dec 4,682 222 364 312 49 70 258 

Jan 07 6,415 293 654 228 68 102 300 

Feb 5,263 229 519 428 50 106 232 

Mar 5,495 264 518 270 66 81 274 

Apr 5,670 228 551 283 71 88 260 

Totals 62,437 3,016 6,431 2,922 805 1,038 1,743 

** Website Stats unavailable  
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 Annual Totals: 

            2005 - 57, 804 
            2004 - 43,486 
            2003 - 23,059 
            2002 - 13,440 
            2001 -   8,725 
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QUASQUICENTENNIAL NEWS 

Special Quilt Raffle 

The Quasquicentennial Committee is selling raffle tickets for a “Pioneer Sampler Quilt” being specially made 
by the Piecemaker Quilt Guild to commemorate 125 years of heritage. Tickets can be purchased at the Chamber 
office. 1 ticket - $2.00 or 3 tickets - $5.00. The drawing will be held at the First Lady’s Tea on December 8. 
You need not be present to win. 

"Party on the Bricks" Considered Huge Success! 

The severe weather forecast that threatened to dampen the spirit of the “Party On The Bricks” did not develop! 
Organizers were very pleased with the success of all aspects of the event. It was a fun day which included the 
ping pong ball drop, the beard contest kick-off, and the essay contest winners announced. Food vendors were 
kept busy serving up area favorites including hamburgers, hot dogs, tacos, and ribeye steak or smoked pork 
sandwiches. Cotton candy and funnel cakes were also popular! Both bands, “Blackwater Haze”, local talent, 
and “Slingshot” a group based in Hastings, were thoroughly enjoyed by the crowd that gathered for the evening. 
Adults, teens, tweens and toddlers were found ‘dancing the night away’ throughout the entire evening. It was 
great family fun! In addition, the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored a beer garden which was also 
an outstanding success!  

 

 

Ping Pong Ball Drop Participants  Gloria Kohl 
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Janet Weber and Pam Harsh Trade Nickels for Blank Ping Pong Balls 

In fact, the only rain seen that day was in the afternoon when the sky “rained” thousands of ping pong balls on 
C Street and the hundreds of eager participants. Participating merchants invited anyone who “caught” a ping 
pong ball with their business name to stop by to redeem the ball for their prize. One could find prizes such as a 
digital camera, ipods and other gifts or special discounts. The ‘golden’ ball, sponsored by the Quasquicentennial 
Committee, was caught by Gloria Kohl and redeemed for a vacation trip to SolVista, Colorado and $125.00 in 
gas money.  

Essay Contest Winners 

At 5:00 p.m. the Essay Contest winners were introduced and asked to read their essays to the crowd gathered. 
The contest, co-sponsored by the McCook Education Foundation, asked students to write an essay describing 
“Why Is McCook A Great Place to Live?”. Winning entries were written by (from the left): Trenton Klimper, 
6th grade, son of Preston and Carolyn Klimper; Hannah Goodenberger, 4th grade, daughter of Gene and Deb 
Goodenberger; Megan Siebrandt, 4th grade, daughter of Roger and Marti Seibrandt; Kim Holthus, 8th grade, 
daughter of Greg and Patti Holthus; Abi Burrows, 10th grade, daughter of Tim and Sharon Burrows; and Cassy 
Olson, 11th grade, daughter of Tor and Holly Olson. The Education Foundation provided each student with 
$50.00 bonds. The Quasquicentennial Committee presented them with commemorative t-shirts. 

 

    

Mike Thomas   Austin Barenberg  Bill Stewart  Steve Stein 
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Bendan Malcolm   Lonnie Weskamp  Doug Roose  Glenn Tietze 

Eight entries in the Beard Growing Contest highlighted the afternoon activities by agreeing to be publicly 
shaved on center stage. The Quasquicentennial Committee was assisted by professionals from Aphrodite Hair 
Design and the Hair Inn who did the honors of shaving the contestants. Beard contestants include: Mike 
Thomas, Austin Barenberg, Bill Stewart, Steve Stein, Brendan Malcolm, Lonnie Weskamp, Doug Roose and 
Glenn Tietze. Beards will be judged and winners announced at Heritage Days.  

Quasquicentennial Sculpture 

To coincide with the 125th Birthday of McCook, Gary Ginther and Jon Leitner have been commissioned by the 
George W. Norris Foundation to create a bronze sculpture of “The Fighting 
Statesman” to be placed in close proximity to the George Norris Home on 
Norris Ave. The house and all of its contents were donated to the Nebraska 
State Historical Society by the Norris family in the late 1960s. The 
sculpture will capture the essence of Senator Norris with a depiction of him 
reading newspapers during the early 1940’s. 
 
....Senator George W. Norris dedicated his entire life serving his country. 
 
....Ellie Norris gave their property to the citizens of Nebraska. 
 
....We have a chance to express our appreciation by participating in the fund 
drive for this sculpture by purchasing a small replica of this sculpture. 

The small replicas (“mini-sculptures”---appx. 3” x 4”) will be cast in 
pewter and created as orders come in. There will be a limited number of 200 created to help pay for the life-size 
bronze sculpture. Of the $125.00 cost for the replicas, $100 will be directed to the Norris Foundation. This will 
be a reminder that 200 individuals have some emotional ownership, or shares of the larger sculpture. To donate 
more, you may buy multiple replicas as gifts or you may donate a lesser amount to the Norris Foundation to 
help the project.
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Highway signs designating 2007 as McCook's 125th 
Birthday were mounted last week on the 

"McCook...Nebraska's Hot Spot" highway signs which are 
located at the four entry points to McCook.  

 

Quasquicentennial Events 
(Subject to Change) 

February 3 - McCook Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet* Theme: Happy Birthday McCook 

Guest Speaker: Senator Ben Nelson 
(*Not a Quasquicentennial Activity but the Banquet will serve as the 2007 kick-off.) 

March 1 – McCook Quasquicentennial Cancellation Stamp  

Historical ‘first use’ of the official Quasquicentennial Cancellation Stamp at McCook Post Office. 

May 5 - “Party on the Bricks” 

Food, music and fun.  

3:00 p.m. Ping Pong Ball Drop Retail Promotion: Thousands of Ping-Pong balls will be dropped on Norris 
Avenue. Ping-Pong balls will be specially marked for prizes, retail discounts, etc. 

4:00 p.m. Food Vendors: A wide selection of Food Vendors will be available to satisfy even the hungriest of 
the hungry! 

5:00 p.m.  

Chamber Beer Garden Open: Enjoy your favorite brew to complement your sandwich selection. 

Public Shaving: Participants in the ‘official’ beard-growing competition will be publicly shaved to kick off the 
contest. Winners will be announced at Heritage Days Celebration in September.  
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6:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.  Music, Music and Music! 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Blackwater Haze a local group, and always a popular show at MNB's Hot Summer Nights. 

8:30 p.m. - 12:30 a.m. Sling Shot from Eastern NE playing a mix of top 40 Country, Classic Country, and 
traditional Rock and Roll. 

July 4 - “ Happy Fourth of July”  

All Day Baseball Tournament: (More Details TBA) 

6:00 p.m. Baseball, Hot Dogs and Apple Pie(?): All American Celebration complete with Hot Dog Supper 
including a Watermelon Feed at the Jaycee Complex.  

6:00 p.m. Vintage Baseball: Baseball players from the Stuhr Museum will involve ‘loco’ locals in a fun-
spirited baseball game based on the old-time rules complete with period uniforms for both teams. 

9:00 p.m. “Patriotic and Proud” Program: Inspirational (with a twist of fun included) musical program 
including special instrumental and vocal music selections. 

September 29-30 - Heritage Days Celebration 

All the usual activities plus special additions to commemorate the 125th Birthday of our community. Plans have 
not yet been finalized.  

October 31 - Fall Extravaganza 

Organizers are still formulating the plans for this special event. Announcements will be made as information is 
available. 

December 1 - Old Fashioned Christmas 

Plans are being made for a very special day to celebrate our heritage of Christmas’ Past. Tentative plans include 
a Craft Show, Christmas Lights Parade, Caroling, Horse & Buggy Rides, Victorian thru Modern Day Santas, 
Street Corner musicians, gift wrapping, Homespun Holiday Hearths on street corners with cider, cocoa, smores, 
etc. These activities will coincide with the Holiday Housing Tour and Christmas movies.  

December 8 - Governor’s Ball 
(Subject to Change)  

The Quasquicentennial is working through the Norris Foundation to organize and plan this very special, gala 
event. Honored guests will include Governors and other statesmen as well as family representatives of those 
who are deceased.  

Quasquicentennial Sponsor Levels 

Heritage ($5,000.00 and Up) 

The Heritage sponsor level includes the Heritage Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed on a 
sponsor banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities, and six complementary tickets to the Governor’s Ball. 
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Golden Plains ($2,500.00 and Up) 

The Golden Plains sponsor level includes the Golden Plains Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed 
on a sponsor banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities, and 4 complementary tickets to the Governor’s 
Ball. 

Prairie ($1,000.00 and Up) 

The Prairie sponsor level includes the Prairie Souvenir Pak, advertising recognition, name listed on a sponsor 
banner at all 2007 Quasquicentennial activities and two complementary tickets to the Governor’s Ball. 

Pioneer ($500.00 and Up) 

The Pioneer sponsor level includes advertising recognition and the Pioneer Souvenir Pak.  

Homestead ($250.00 and Up) 

The Homestead sponsor level includes advertising recognition and the Homestead Souvenir. 

Settler (Up TO $250.00) 

Friends of McCook - Thank you! 

 


